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Two Stille Family
Members who Visited
Sweden in the 1800s
Erik Wiken*
Peter Stebbins Craig has emphasized the importance of Charles Janeway
Stille's visit to Sweden in 1888, the homeland of the Stille family. 1 Stille, himself,
became interested in the Swedish 18th century churches of the Delaware Valley
and his visit to the Nordstrom family at Penningby manor in Uppland stimulated
the young Fritz Nordstrom (1873-1958) to do research on Olof Stille, who in 1641
emigrated from the area around Penningby to New Sweden and there became the
progenitor of the American Stille family. 2
Some additional material concerning Charles Janeway Stine's contacts with
Sweden may be of interest to the readers of SAG.
First of all it should be pointed out that Stille had visited Sweden already in
1860, since he must be identical to the Charles J.Stille, "gentleman from the United
States," who on 27 July 1860 at the police headquarters in Stockholm had his
passport validated for travel to Goteborg. He carried a passport issued in
Washington, DC 4 May 1859, which had been stamped in Frankfurt am Main in
Germany 19 July 1860. 3 It seems correct to assume that during the years 1859-1860
he had made one of his study tours of Europe.
It was probably his wish to see the homeland of his family, which induced him
to travel to Sweden. We don't know, however, to which extent he attempted to
gather information concerning the New Sweden emigration during his first and
very short visit to Sweden. That he did so during his second visit there in 1888 can
be well documented. In Stockholm he met, among others, the chief librarian of the
Royal Library, Harald Wieselgren (1835-1906), a renowned and important
cultural figure in Stockholm at that time. 4 He also met Nere Albert Elfving
(1832-1891), American consul in Stockholm, and formerly an officer with the
Union forces in the American Civil War.5 Through these persons he learned of the
existence in the archives of the Uppsala Archdiocese (now deposited in the District
Archives of Uppsala) of a large collection.of documents dealing with the Swedish
churches in the Delaware Valley during the 18th century and saw to it that the most
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important segments of this collection were copied and translated into English.6
This material he then deposited in the archives of the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania. He, himself, has written a report concerning this collection. 7
Stille kept up his contacts with Wieselgren by correspondence. In the Royal
Library in Stockholm there are four letters written by Stille to Wieselgren:
1. Letter, dated 16 Jan. 1891, in which Stille introduces the pastor of the

Gloria Dei Church in Philadelphia, the Rev. W. Simes, who with his wife
were planning a visit to Stockholm.
2. Letter, dated 23 Dec. 1891, in which Stille tells of his concern for Mrs.
Elfving, after the demise of her husband.
3. Letter, dated 26 Dec. 1892, in which Stille reminisces about the
friendliness he found in Stockholm and mentions especially Simon
Nordstrom. 8 He hopes that Wieselgren and other Swedes will visit the
Columbian Exposition to be held in Chicago the following summer. He
muses over how Mrs. Elfving is getting along with the copying of the
documents.
4. Letter, dated 4 Dec. 1894, in which Stille mentions that he now has
received the translation of Sandel's, the New Sweden clergyman's diary.9
He tells of using J osua Lindahl for the translation of Otto N orberg's work
on the Swedish churches in Delaware. 10 He was sorry not to have met the
Swedes who during the summer of 1893 had visited the United States.
Stille was much interested in the Gloria Dei Church, founded by the Swedes in
Philadelphia, and willed a third of his residuary estate to the parish. 11
But Charles Janeway Stille was not the only member of the Stille family to
have visited Sweden, in fact he was not even the first. A person by the name of
Moreton Stille, an American capitalist, 22 years of age, appeared at the police
headquarters in Goteborg 24 July 1846 to have his passport properly validated for
travel to Stockholm, and arrived in the capital city 30 July. His passport had been
issued in Washington, DC 4 Sept. 1844 and had been stamped by the officials in
Copenhagen 13 July 1846. He departed from Stockholm 26 Aug. 1846, his
destination being Germany. 12 He must be identical to Moreton Stille (1822-1855),
a younger brother of Charles Janeway, and later a physician in the U.S. 13 His visit
to Sweden was probably made in conjunction with a possible study tour of Europe.
It is unknown if the eldest of the Stille brothers, another physician, named
Alfred Stille (1813-1900), also visited Sweden during the two and one half years
which he spent in Europe studying. 14 lt is, however, a known fact, that he donated a
letter from the last Swedish clergyman in the U.S., Dr. Nils Collin, to the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania.15
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